In Fourth and Fifth Grade, Students study an instrument called the recorder.  The recorder allows students to learn to read and decode music notes and rhythms, learn to breathe, play, and produce good sound, and learn to play with others.  These skills, because they happen simultaneously, help students to create new neuron patterns in the brain, which further overall brain development.  Plus, it’s great preparation for studying an instrument in middle/high school.  Studies show over and over again that playing an instrument helps students be more successful in school and college. 

Suggestions to Purchase Recorders 
First:  Check with your sibling who may not need their recorder anymore! It is possible to sterilize a gently used recorder by running it through the top rack of a dishwasher, or wiping it down with a pad with rubbing alcohol (60% or more.) 

Recommended you get a Yamaha Recorder
Optional include a Recorder Express Book by Artie Almeda 

Ken Stanton Music (across from Avenues) https://www.kenstanton.com/collections/band-orchestra/recorders

West Music:  https://www.westmusic.com/recorders/recorder-instruments/400288

Recorder and Book from West:  https://www.westmusic.com/recorders/recorder-instrument-book-packages/400201

 Music is Elementary:  https://musiciselementary.com/product/yamaha-20-series-recorder-soprano/
 Recorder and Recorder Express Book from West:  https://musiciselementary.com/product/yrs-24b-recorder-book/?attribute_pa_book=recorder-express&attribute_pa_color=blue

Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/Recorder-Pack-Yamaha-Soprano-Express/dp/B006QCWIAQ/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=recorder+%2B+Recorder+Express+%2B+yamaha&qid=1596638290&sr=8-4 

Amazon Recorder Only 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0002MS7OW/ref=dp_cerb_1  


We will start recorders around the third or fourth rotation of lessons although the website and flipgrid we will use will be up earlier.  The site that I have created is self-paced and individualized. Students will be able to learn songs and perform them for earning their next level.  When taking tests virtually, students will need to identify themselves by name, grade, class, and show their music so we can see that they are decoding the actual music notes/rhythms.  
