THE DOWELL SINGERS

Dowell Elementary School 

MEMBER CONTRACT PACKET

So you’re interested in joining the chorus?  That’s fantastic!  There is no substitute for the experience of belonging to a music ensemble.  The success of this ensemble depends on 3 factors:  the dedication of the director, the behavior and attitude of the student, and the support of the parent.  I believe strongly in the partnership between the student, the parent, and the director. 
*Please read the following information with your child carefully, BEFORE signing your child up for chorus.  Give special attention to times and commitment levels.  The high standard of music excellence and behavior is a firm requirement for participation.  Participation is expected at all events. 

Chorus Selection will be on a first come, first served basis. There are three parts to the enrollment process; you must complete all parts to become a member.  Only 65 students will be accepted. 
1. Complete and return the chorus application form with 2 teacher signatures.  

2. When students return the form, they will complete a short music audition.  
3. Students who fulfill the audition requirement will be given a contract form. 

4. Students must complete and return the contract form promptly and turn in their payment to hold onto their membership spot. Membership is not guaranteed until all steps are completed.
5. The chorus is limited in membership to 65 spots, so get your forms/ and audition done early.  
6. A forms packet, including a medical form, photo release and blanket permission slip will be given to you at the first rehearsal.   Keep the information form, and specific dates for future reference.

ATTENDANCE MUST BE REGULAR AND CONSISTENT. 

REHEARSALS:  Wednesdays from 2:25-3:30 p.m. after school.  Rehearsal time is limited, so each singer is needed and expected each week.  Vocal skills are built progressively and each rehearsal will introduce new concepts and techniques that develop a good choral production.  Up to 3 absences are allowed.
PERFORMANCES:  Performances are mandatory. These will be announced in as much advance as possible.  Some performances will take place during the school day.  When you get your acceptance notice, you will see a list of events.  Mark these dates on your calendar, as missed performance means removal from chorus.  
BEHAVIOR:  Exemplary behavior is expected at ALL times, including rehearsals.  No student will be allowed to continue in chorus if behavior is a problem.  Chorus donations are not refunded if a student loses chorus membership.

DEMERITS:  Demerits may be given at the discretion of the director or any supervising adult.  Demerits will be given for inappropriate behavior, unsafe or disrespectful conduct, out of uniform (performances) absences other than sickness.  3 demerits = Loss of chorus membership
COST: chorus fee is $45.00, which will cover the following: chorus t-shirt, all printed materials including choral octavos, GMEA Festival Fees, GMEA medals, awards, certificates, transportation, substitutes for teachers chorus supplies, performance props, misc. items pertaining to chorus.  Additional activities, field trips, or expenses may not be covered.  All efforts are made to minimize costs through fundraising. 
PICK UP POLICY:  Dowell Singers need to be picked up out front promptly at 3:30 after chorus rehearsal dismissal in the school car rider line.  A student, who is to be picked up by an adult other than the parent, must give written permission.  If you cannot arrange for your child to be picked up by 3:30, you will need to register them to go into the After School Program.  ASP requires a $10.00 registration fee.  The daily ASP cost is $7.00 per day regardless of the time spent in the program.  Students not picked up by 3:40 pm will be placed in ASP.   Parents of students will be responsible for ASP charges and registration. Unpaid ASP charges will result in loss of ability to perform with the chorus.  Chronic late pick-ups will mean dismissal from chorus. 
UNIFORMS:   Black pants (plain, nice condition), black socks, plain black shoes, white dress shirt for colder weather. If used, hair accessories/belt should be plain black.  Chorus shirt will be provided.
Forms Packet:  The forms packet will be handed to you as you complete the enrollment process.  The forms packet is due no later than Oct. 1st. 
Parent volunteers:  Parents are needed to assist with weekly chorus rehearsals, fundraising, fieldtrips and events.  Our staff is donating their time, energy and experience, as no compensation is provided by CCSD for elementary chorus. Parent support is critical for our success, so please consider volunteering to help. 
Past examples of performance opportunities include Veteran’s Day Program, Breakfast with Santa, Calloway Gardens, Assisted Living Centers, Atlanta Botanical Gardens, Festival of Trees, Hillgrove Cluster Concert, Large Group Performance Evaluation (festival), Atlanta Braves Game, Fox Theater, and many other venues.  The schedule will come out shortly at the beginning of the year.  Any conflicts should be brought immediately to Mrs. Swint’s attention to avoid demerits for non-participation. 
Please refer to my blog on the Dowell Website for updates pertaining to chorus.  I will include information, forms, and reminders for upcoming events.  Mrs. Swint may be reached at sandy.swint@cobbk12.org.  You should sign up for our remind 101 list, which will be included with the forms packet.  
Students must demonstrate excellent behavior and responsibility to represent Dowell as a member of the Dowell Singers.  I am looking forward to a very exciting and rewarding year with your wonderful children.  It is a pleasure to teach enthusiastic music students.  
So what to do next? 

1. Attached is the chorus Registration form.   Complete and return as soon as possible. 
2. Get two teachers to recommend you on your form. 

3. Complete the audition, which will be matching pitch. 
4. If accepted, you will receive a chorus invite with a registration form/fee payment. 
5. Enrollment is not complete until steps 1-4 are completed.  

6. For those students in fifth grade, you will have the opportunity to audition for Honor Chorus; this audition will fulfill that requirement.  

Thank you for your interest in chorus.  Please email sandy.swint@cobbk12.org if you have any questions.  
